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Singapore under Japanese Rule

Singapore came under Japanese rule for three and a half years from 1942 to 1945.
Life in Singapore was no longer the same as under the British. The people of
Singapore were no longer free to do as they wished. They lived in fear.

Japanese Treatment of the People

The people had to follow new rules set by the Japanese. The japanese Military
Police, known as the Kempeitai, watched the people closely. Some people became
spies fortheJapanese. As aresult, nobody knew whom to trust. Anyone suspected
of carrying out activities against the Japanese was arrested and tortured. Often,
many of these people never returned home. The people hved infear and only left
their homes when necessary.

The Japanese rule was a nightmare for all. The Japanese treated the Europeans
and the Eurasians badly. The British troops were taken as prisoners-of-war and
the Eurasians were told not to behave like Europeans. The Malays and Indians
were treated slightly better but they were also not spared. The Chinese were the
main target because they had helped China in the war against Japan. The
Japanese were very angry about this and wanted to punish them. Many Chinese
men were called up for questioning by the Kempeitai. Let us find out what
happened to them.

Case of the missing Chinese men

Jack and his classmates set out to solve the case of the missing Chinese men
during the Japanese Occupation. They found many photographs and drawings.
Can you help them solve the mystery?

Chinese men were taken to the special
centres. Sometimes, women, children
and old men were kept there too.

The missing people were
mostly Chinese men aged
between 18 and 50.




N The people lived in fear
of the Japanese

When it was their turn to be inspected,
these people lined up in front of the
informers. These informers pointed out
those who were against the Japanese.

Those who cleared the inspection were
allowed to go home.

Now, look carefully at the drawing on
the right that jack and his classmates
found. What do you think happened
to those suspected of carrying out
activities against the Japanese?

N The Japanese ill-treated the
people, especially the Chinese

At the centres, the Chinese men were kept
without food, water and shelter. They
were kicked and slapped by the Japanese
soldiers. Some of them were kept in the
centres for as long as a week.

The informers were hooded to keep their
identities secret. A nod from an informer meant
that the person was someone against the
Japanese. The suspect was taken away and
questioned. This process was called Sook Ching.
Informers sometimes used this to get rid of their
enemies.




How People Helped One Another in Difficult Times

The people of Singapore suffered much under the Japanese. However, life was a
little easier because they helped one another. Here are two examples of how the

people of Singapore took care of one another.

My father’s job was to look
after the landlord’s ducks.

During the Japanese Occupation,
the landlord closed down his
business and sold all the ducks.

s et s e,

My father could not find
another job. His savings
were soon used up. Our
family had to eat leaves
and grass.

n My father went around and asked
1 his friends for help. One of them,
Mr Ang, got him a job in a small
factory. Life was better for us
after that, thanks to Mr Ang!

34

Adapted from Son of Singapore: The Autobiography of a Coolie by Tan Kok Seng
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much under the Jopor;eée people helped one another W

During the Japanese Occupation, |
heard from the villagers about
how the Chinese were killed by
the Japanese.

When the Japanese came, my family
and | ran across to the
home of our Malay /
neighbours. They /
dressed us up in
thesr own clothes

I

When the Japanese came, we
spoke to them in Malay and they
thought that we were Malays.
With the help of our Malay
neighbours,
we escaped
being killed.

Adapted from Tan Victor Teck Chye Oral History Interviews, Transcript Reel 01

1 What can you learn from these two events?



Remembering People and
Places of World War li

Many men and women fought bravely against the Japanese in World War ll. Two
men who showed great courage were Adnan bin Saidi and Lim Bo Seng. There
were also many unknown heroes who gave their lives for Singapore. Memorials
and World War Il sites in Singapore help us to remember these other heroes.

Men of Courage

Adnan bin Saidi
The leadership he displayed ... P e Y

Adnan bin Saidi was a leader of the
Malay troops. These Malay soldiers
were given the duty of protecting the
area at Pasir Panjang Ridge (now
Kent Ridge).

3 7 § ’When the Japanese troops attacked

Foe Pasir Panjang Ridge on 13 February
" 1942, the Malay soldiers led by Adnan
fought bravely to defend the ridge.
Many Japanese soldiers were wounded
or killed.

The next day, the Japanese soldiers
tried to trick the Malay soldiers by
dressing themselves up to look like the =
Indian soldiers in the British army.
Adnan spotted the Japanese soldiers

in disguise. He ordered his men to
open fire, and they killed several -
Japanese soldiers. The rest of the .
Japanese soldiers fled.




Adnan bin Saidi lost his life while
trying to defend Singapore against
. the Japanese

Soon, more Japanese soldiers
returned and surrounded the ridge.
The Malay soldiers were out-
numbered but they put up a fierce
fight. Before long, Adnan and his men
ran out of food and bullets. Still, they
refused to surrender.

Many soldiers on both sides
were killed. Adnan was
wounded and captured by the
Japanese. They tied him to a
tree and stabbed him to death.

Adnan’s name was engraved at the
Kranji War Memorial in memory of his
leadership and courage in fighting
against the Japanese invaders.

49
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“Syonan-to”
means “Light
of the South”.

] =
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A parade to celebrate the first anniversary of Syonan-to,
the name the Japanese gave to Singapore

ﬁ Imagine you were living in Singapore during the Japanese
Occupation. Record all the things that happened to vou. Write
your thoughts and feelings for a day.
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